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cover o£ darkness and attack Montealm, the
French commander, from the rear. After
the most careful preparations, on a night
when there was no moon, the British rowed
silently to a point above the fort, where a
narrow pass, the bed of a dried up stream,
led to the plain above. Throughout the
night, in single file the British soldiers made
their way up, and when day dawned the
whole army, numbering between 4,000 and
5,000 men, was drawn up for battle. After
a brief engagement Quebec fell. Both com-
manders were killed.
With the fall of Quebec, French power in
America came to an end, and by the Treaty
of Paris, in 1763, the whole of Canada was
ceded to Great Britain. The site of the bat-
tle is now a part of the Battlefields National
Park. See parks, national.
QUEBEC, city of. It is related in the
early history of New France that when
Jacques Cartier (which see) sailed up the
Saint Lawrence River in 1535, as he passed
a large island he beheld a bold promontory
projecting from the north bank of the river.
Surprised 'at the sudden appearance of the
bluff, which rises to the height of 333 feet,
the explorer exclaimed "Quel bee!" (meaning
"What a beak"), and from this incident it is
said the bluff and the city built around and
upon it took the name Quebec.
Sometimes called the "Gibraltar of Amer-
ica," and sometimes the "Cradle of New
France," Quebec, the capital of the province
of Quebec, is the oldest city of Canada. It
is built around and upon the promontory
known as Cape Diamond, formed by the con-
fluence of the Saint Charles River with the
Saint Lawrence. It is 164 miles northeast
of Montreal, 780 miles southwest of the Strait
of Belle Isle, and 430 miles northeast of
New York. When Cartier discovered the
promontory, the Indian town of Stadacona
was clustered about the foot of the bluff.
Cartier took possession of the place in the
name of the king of France, but no attempt
at settlement was made until 1608, when Sam-
uel Champlain (which see) began a settle-
ment that was destined to become the center
of French activities in. America.
General Description. The city is divided
into the upper and the lower towns. The
lower town is built along the river banks, at
the foot of the bluff, and contiains the whole-
sale district, the wharves, the railway depots
and the principal business establishments.
 The upper town is built upon a terrace and
on the top of the bluff and is from 100 to
300 feet higher than the lower town. The
two parts of the city are connected by steep,
narrow streets and by flights of steps, some
of which have been cut in the rock. The
upper town is devoted to residences, hotels,
churches, convents and retail establishments.
A portion of this part of the city is enclosed
by a high wall, which extends around the
point of the bluff and was formerly entered
through a number of gates, though all but
two of these have been removed. In general,
the streets are narrow and irregular, except
in the more level parts of the upper town,
where the city is regularly laid out. The
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QUEBEC AND VICINITY
highest point of the bluff, known as Cape
Diamond, is occupied by the citadel, which
encloses an area of about 40 acres and is
usually occupied by a garrison of Canadian
militia. The remarkable strength of this for-
tress during the French and Indian "Wars
gave Quebec the name Gibraltar of America,
but the fortifications would afford little re-
sistance to a modern warship. To the south
of the citadel are the Plains of Abraham, on
which was fought the battle that resulted in
transferring all the French dominions in
America to the British (see quebec, battle
OE1). The battlefield is now a national park.
At the foot of the citadel and extending a
little to the north, occupying a terrace about
a quarter of a mile long, is Dufferin Terrace,
a celebrated promenade 200 feet above the
river, from which one of the finest views of
the city and the surrounding country can be
obtained. Back of this terrace is the gov-
ernor's garden, in which there is a monument
to Wolfe and Montealm.

